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by Poynings' Law, the Irish Parliament had, by degrees,
acquired an initiative in legislation, in a qualified sense \ the
Viceroy had ceased to command what it was to enact before-
hand; and it had been permitted for a long time to present
what were called " Heads of Bills" to him, and thus to discuss
future laws within its precincts.   But these Heads of Bills had
to pass through the ordeal of the criticism of the Irish and the
English Privy Councils; they could be amended or changed by
these; the English Privy Council could throw out any proposi-
tions of the kind; and any " Heads of Bills" it returned to the
Irish Parliament could be only passed or rejected by that
Assembly, howeyer they might have been  transformed  or
altered.   As a Legislature the Irish Parliament was thus a mere
shadow; and in most other respects it had little power or
influence.   It was overborne by the English Parliament, which
bound Ireland by laws passed at Westminster; its House of
Lords was not even a Court of ultimate appeal.   It had little
control over the finances of Ireland, for the hereditary revenues
of the Crown, which it could not touch or regulate, were
nearly-sufficient to supply the wants of the Government, at
least for a considerable time; and though the Irish House of
Commons claimed a right to propose and to enact Money
Bills, and to be the only body that could lawfully tax Ireland,
the first claim was subject to the Law of Poynings, and the
second was regarded with dislike in England.    The Irish
Parliament, besides, had no power over the^jnilitary force f
within Ireland; this was under the Mutiny Acts of England;
and it should be added that as the Triennial and the Septennial
Acts did not extend to Ireland, the Irish Parliament continued
to exist during the whole reign of the Sovereign on the throne,
and could be dissolved only on a demise of the Crown.   An
Assembly so devoid of every popular element, standing on so
narrow and false a basis, so exposed to sinister and evil
influence, so cabined and confined at every point, so maimed